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     In the first major legislative victory of 
the new year, LEMTA members and BAO 
representatives were instrumental in con-
vincing the Ohio Department of Transpor-
tation to scale back oversize load permit 
fee increases that were announced in Oc-
tober. 
     ODOT was planning a phased increase 
that would have raised the $10-per-trip 
oversize permit to $100 round-trip by July 
1, 2009 for boats less than 14 feet in width 
and $200 round-trip for those wider than 
14 feet. 
     Additionally, the boating industry was 
denied a $100 blanket permit offered for 
construction, farm and manufacturing 
equipment. 
     “All our neighboring states allow a 
blanket permit for transporting of boats,” 
said Marnie McAtee of Dave’s Marine 
Transport in Marblehead.  “Ohio is the 
only state that does not, sending a very 
clear message: ‘We do not want boats in 
Ohio.’” 
     McAtee, LEMTA President Ken Alvey 
and Jack Madison of the Catawba Island 
Club attended a public hearing in Colum-
bus regarding the issue in January. 
     BAO lobbyist Carolyn Towner organ-
ized testimony for McAtee, Mark Bechtel 
of Catawba Island Marine Transit, Joe 
Toth of Dry Dock Marine, South Shore 
Marine’s Tom Mack and Lakeside Ma-

rine’s Kent Joy and joined them for a later 
hearing with the state House Finance 
Transportation Subcommittee. 
     “I typically need around 200 single trip 
permits per year, so the new pricing would 
have cost me nearly $13,000 more per 
year than what I have been paying in the 
past,” said Bechtel. 
     In response to the testimony, ODOT 
agreed to offer a $100 annual blanket per-
mit for boat loads 12 feet and less in 
width. 
     The boat blanket permit was not in-
cluded in a house bill passed on Feb. 26, 
but state Rep. Michael Skindell (D-
Cleveland) said it would be written into 
rule at a later date in similarity to the other 
industry blanket permits. 
     Should the permit be written into rule 
as it is proposed, Ohioans would be able 
to purchase one permit per vehicle for 
$100 that would cover all moves on the 
state highway system. 
     When speaking at the February 
LEMTA general membership meeting, 
Vice Chairman Bob Faflik said the blan-
ket permit would be a huge win for boat-
ers and reminded everyone that legislative 
help comes as a benefit to LEMTA mem-
bers. 
     The issue should be finalized by 
ODOT within the next few weeks. 

ODOT fee increases successfully 
fought by BAO, LEMTA 

     For the fifth con-
secutive year, the Ca-
tawba Island Boat 
Show will kick off the 
boating season at the 
Catawba Island Club. 

     To be held May 1-3, 
the show will be free 
and open to the public. 
     The event will 
showcase the many 
recreational outlets at 

the club, including its 
golf course and nearby 
wineries.  
    Expect to receive 
pricing information in 
the coming weeks. 

CIC Show 
to be held 
May 1-3, 2009 

     For this issue (and all to 
come in the foreseeable 
future) LEMTA’s Naviga-
tor newsletter is being dis-
tributed via email and 
lemta.com only. 
     The move will primar-
ily save printing and post-
age costs, but has the side 
benefit of providing news 
to you faster than it would 
come by mail. 
     Readers will be pro-
vided an emailed PDF, 
followed after a few days 
by a linked PDF on 
lemta.com. 
     On the membership 
front, LEMTA has grown 
by four members since the 
Cleveland Boat & Water-
front Lifestyle Expo. 
     Applications were re-
cently accepted from Ohio 
companies Rockpoint Ma-
rina in Roaming Shores, 
Rescue Marine and Bay 
Point Marina in Marble-
head and Intercoastal Fi-
nancial Group of Port 
Clinton. 

New Navigator 
format, new 
LEMTA 
members 



NAVIGATOR 

 

2 

     The Ohio treasurer’s office is currently offering 3 per-
cent discounts on business loans through its GrowNOW 
interest rate reduction program. 
     Mike Solberg of Huron Lagoons Marina successfully 
applied for the discount and said the process was easy. 
     First, a small business owner must apply for a loan with 
an eligible bank (eligible banks are listed on the treasurer’s 
website at www.tos.ohio.gov). 
     The bank must then approve the loan and negotiate an 
interest rate with the applicant. 
     Once the loan is secured, the bank and applicant jointly 
apply for the GrowNOW interest rate reduction. 

     If approved, the treasury places a CD with the bank at a 
reduced rate and the bank agrees to pass along the interest 
savings of 3 percent to the small business owner's loan. 
     GrowNOW could save a small business up to $24,000 
in interest over the two-year life of a CD. 
     For more information, see the treasurer’s website at 
www.tos.ohio.gov.  A program detail page is linked on the 
right side of the page. 
     The ODNR Division of Watercraft also offers a recrea-
tional marine loan program through its website at 
ohiodnr.com/watercraft/grants or by contacting Phil Miller 
at 614-265-6497. 

     The city of Sheffield Lake, Ohio, 
recently joined five other municipal 
and private groups from across the 
United States in receiving a Recrea-
tional Boating Access Award from 
BoatUS. 
     Local officials have been working 
for the past five years to turn a park at 
the intersection of East Lake Road 

and Lake Breeze Road into a double-
lane, free boat launch area that they 
hope will eventually evolve into a 
small craft harbor with permanent 
docks. 
     BoatUS’ announcement noted the 
leaders faced a hostile commercial 
property owner, a disheartened 
citizenry with little community 
interest and significant funding 
issues. 

     The city hopes to use the harbor to 
draw future fishing tournaments as 
part of its economic development 
plan. 
     The other awards went to similar 
projects in Minnesota, North Carolina 
and Florida. 

     The 52nd annual Cleveland Boat 
& Waterfront Lifestyle Expo ended 
Jan. 25 amid hopes that it had stirred 
some pent-up demand and would act 
as a springboard into the new year 
and out of the current industry down-
turn. 
     “Attendance was down as com-
pared to last year, but not by nearly as 
much as we had projected going into 
the show,” said Show Manager Ken 
Alvey. 
     Weekday crowds were bolstered 
by several promotions, including a 
can drive on Tuesday, Jan. 20, that 
granted free admission to anyone that 
brought three canned goods. 
     More than five large bins were 
filled and donated to the Cleveland 
Foodbank. 

     The show also benefited from the 
new Pre-owned Pavilion, where nine 
dealers showed a collection of 30 
used boats. 
     The dealers reported a few sales 
and said the pavilion helped to draw 
attention to other used inventory cur-
rently in storage. 
     In an effort to get new people into 
boating, many exhibitors teamed up 
to offer Family Fun Day on a Boat 
giveaways that included fishing trips, 
island runs and sailing lessons on 
Lake Erie and inland waterways. 
     “The show provides us with a ma-
jor opportunity to raise a new genera-
tion of boaters,” said Alvey.  “The 
giveaway program and free kids ad-
mission are meant to establish a new 
base that will hopefully grow down 

the road.” 
     On Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
(Jan. 19) the expo donated $1 from 
every ticket sold to the Ohio State 
University Sea Grant Program to help 
fund its Stone Lab programs. 
     “Considering the economy and 
current state of the industry, we were 
pleased with the outcome of the 
show,” said Alvey.  “I know a lot of 
leads were generated and hope those 
leads could turn into sales sooner than 
some people think.” 
     The event’s generous sponsors 
included Discount Drug Mart, 
Allstate Insurance and the National 
Water Safety Congress, which pro-
vided free life jackets for kids on the 
weekends. 
  (see page 4 for photos of the show) 

Numbers down at Cleveland, 
but show still a success 

Easy loan reductions available from state 

Sheffield Lake wins 
BoatU.S. award 
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     As part of its ongoing effort to raise a new generation 
of boaters in Cleveland, the Lake Erie Safe Boating 
Council will again host the annual North Coast Harbor 
Boating & Fishing Fest this summer. 
     To be held June 13-14 at Voinovich Park downtown, 
the event provides free boat rides for children and fami-
lies who might not otherwise have the opportunity to be 
on the water. 
     “I think this event is incredibly important, because it 
gets people on the lake and teaches them about water 
safety,” said LEMTA President Ken Alvey.  “It also 
brings together many local boating organizations and en-
courages cooperation and community service among 
them.” 
     The 2009 event has already received grants of 
$21,803.75 and $1,000 from the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources Division of Watercraft and National 
Water Safety Congress, respectively. 
     Organizers have also applied for a $5,000 grant from 
the Cleveland Foundation’s Neighborhood Connections 
program and expect to hear back by May. 
     If you are able to donate a boat and captain to take 
people for short rides that weekend, please contact the 
LEMTA office. 
     Any other help would be greatly appreciated, be it 
through donations or by volunteering to help staff the 
event. 
     Last year, boats were provided by LEMTA members 
Ivancic Marine, South Shore Marine and Sima Marine.  
Mid-America Boating provided design and staffing help 
and Samsel Marine Supply helped with life jackets. 
     The festival would not come together without the gen-
erous contributions from these companies. 

     Three local boaters were honored for their contribu-
tions to the community on Jan. 21 at the Cleveland Boat 
& Waterfront Lifestyle Expo when the Lake Erie Safe 
Boating Council presented its annual Boater of the Year 
and Organization of the Year awards. 
     Sue Templar, who previously served as chairwoman 
of the Lake Erie Safe Boating Council and oversaw the 
organization of the North Coast Harbor Boating & Fish-
ing Fest, was recognized as 2008’s Boater of the Year. 
     The award, sponsored by South Shore Cruising Club, 
was given just weeks after Templar announced she would 
step down as chairwoman and turn the reins over to last 
year’s award winner Ken Gray. 
     The festival, which provides free boat rides, fishing 
instruction and opportunities for families to be on the 
water, is held each summer at Voinovich Park in Cleve-
land and has grown considerably under the direction of 
Templar. 
     Sima Marine sponsored the group award, given annu-
ally to an organization for outstanding work in the ad-
vancement of safe boating, which went to U.S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Division Seven. 
     Division Vice Commander Virginia Suda accepted the 
award on behalf of the group, which conducts boating 
safety classes and has worked to better the northeast Ohio 
boating community. 
     An award of recognition was given to Reno “Jay” 
Reda, retired Ohio Department of Natural Resources Di-
vision of Wildlife officer and outdoor skills specialist, for 
his contributions to the North Coast Harbor Boating & 
Fishing Fest. 
     Reda and the Division of Wildlife provided the fishing 
rod and tackle kits that have been distributed for free at 
the event. 
     During the ceremony, the Ohio State University Sea 
Grant Program announced that four Ohio marinas had 
gained Clean Marina certification.  Marinas honored in-
cluded Catawba Landing of Port Clinton, Port Clinton 
Yacht Club, Castaway Bay Marina in Sandusky and Val-
ley Harbor Marina of Vermilion. 
     A total of 40 marinas in Ohio have been certified since 
the program began in 2005 and 20 more have pledged to 
implement changes that will earn certification. 
     Pledged marinas must conduct a self-assessment and 
make changes to control pollution and are then reviewed 
by a program team on site. 
     The Lake Erie Safe Boating Council works year-round 
to improve the recreational boating community in Ohio 
and holds monthly meetings at the ODNR Division of 
Watercraft office in Cleveland. 

Boating awards presented 
at Cleveland Expo 

LEMTA, Lake Erie Safe 
Boating Council 
gearing up for 
Boating & Fishing Fest 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

BAO Conference  TBD 
 

Catawba Island Boat Show May 1-3 
 

Boating & Fishing Fest  June 13-14 
 

LEMTA Golf Outing  August 4 
& Fishing Tournament 
 

Michigan City   August 27-30 
In-Water Boat Show 
 

North American   September 16-20 
In-Water Boat Show 
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     In a ceremony at the Miami Inter-
national Boat Show in February, 
members of Sea Scout Ship 41 from 
Bay Village received a check for 
$30,000 as the national winners of the 
Interlux Waterfront Challenge. 
     Led by Richard Gash, the kids 
were recognized for the work they did 
designing, testing, redesigning and 
then re-testing a series of flotsam 
scoops for cleaning debris from wa-
terways. 

     Their goal was to create a light-
weight, inexpensive scoop with a 
minimum number of moving parts 
that could be handled easily by one 
person on a boat or on land. 
     Aboard their flagship, Mariner, 
they carried out trials in Lake Erie at 
Spitzer Lakeside Marina and at 
LEMTA’s North American In-Water 
Boat Show. 
     They received support from a vari-
ety of local businesses, including 

Brown-Campbell (which donated 
steel) and the Mansfield Structural 
Company. 
     The scouts may seek a donated 
boat this summer and use the prize 
money to customize it for on-the-
water training. 
     For more information about the 
scoop, or to inquire about having one 
made for your marina, contact Gash at 
mr.gash@gmail.com. 

     The Cleveland Yachting Club is currently rehabilitat-
ing its docks and is offering 35 for sale. 
     All offers will be considered.  For more information, 
contact Bud Worman at 440-333-1155. 

Local Sea Scouts win Waterfront Challenge 

Used docks available Scenes from the 2009 
Cleveland Boat & 
Waterfront Lifestyle Expo: 

Clockwise from above:  Visitors fill the seats to see 

demonstrations from top fishing professionals at the 

Angler’s Alley Stage; A line forms to view the new 

Sea Rays from MarineMax; Capt’n Willie the Great 

Lakes Pirate entertains a packed house at Discount 

Drug Mart’s Pirate Island. 


