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LEMTA cleans up annual boating industry awards 
  
Last month was a good one for members of the Ohio boating industry, as several of them were 
presented with national awards. 
  
The Marine Retailers Association of America got things started at the Marine Dealer Conference 
& Expo, held Nov. 14-17 in Orlando, Fla., by presented its Irv Rosenthal Award to John Sima of 
Sima Marine. 
  
The award is the highest honor bestowed by MRAA and is given annually to recognize a person’s 
commitment to the industry. 
  
The company was founded by Sima’s parents in 1952 and it has held a LEMTA membership for 
more than 50 years. 
  
MRAA’s Legislative Award, which is reserved for a lawmaker who has worked to advance 
recreational boating, was given to Sen. George Voinovich for his support of the Great Lakes. 
  
The Jerry Martin Journalism Award was then presented to Norm Schultz, who headed LEMTA 
for more than 30 years and now writes a blog for Trade Only Today.com 
  
Later in the week, Boating Industry Magazine announced its list of the country’s Top 100 
Dealers. 
  
Two LEMTA members made the cut: South Shore Marine (number 32) and Atwood Lake Boats 
(51). 
  
South Shore was named the Most Improved Top 100 Dealer. 
  
Congratulations to John, Norm and the teams at South Shore and Atwood Lake for representing 
the region so well! 
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Boat show space selling well 
  
Multiple exhibitors have increased their space buys as compared to last January for the upcoming 
Mid-America Boat & Fishing Show at the I-X Center in Cleveland. 
  
The show, which will be held Jan. 14-23, will sport a floorplan at least as large as the 2010 
version (if not larger), thanks in part to 25-cent/foot rate for exhibitors reserving more than 1,000 
square feet. 
  
According to a study just released by NMMA, boat shows are very influential for buyers because: 
- they are the only marketing channel that lets buyers board boats and compare options side-by-
side 
- the average buyer spends 49 minutes at the display of the boat they ultimately purchase from, 
providing the seller with a one-on-one selling opportunity not available with other marketing 
channels 
- nearly six in 10 boat buyers attended at least one boat show in the 12 months before their 
purchase 
  
If you still have not reserved your spot for the January show, get in touch with the LEMTA office 
as soon as possible. 
  
Boats for the Pre-owned Pavilion and used equipment for the Nautical Flea Market are still 
needed. 
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Angler’s Alley grows for third consecutive year 
  
Visitors responded so well to the Angler’s Alley speakers at last year’s Mid-America Boat & 
Fishing Show that rows of chairs had to be added after the first day! 
  
The 2011 lineup will include: 
2010 MWC World Walleye Champion Johnnie Candle 
2010 MWC Team of the Year Ryan Buddie and Mike Knippenberg 
2009 MWC Team of the Year member Dan Gies 
1995 PWT Champion and 2004 PWT Realtree Sportsman of the Year Mark Brumbaugh 
Two-time LEWT Points Champion Travis Hartman 
BFL and FLW tournament winner Joe Balog 
Walleye101 founder Lance Valentine 
Lake Erie walleye experts Jim and Rich Stedke 
Tournament winner and PWT, FLW, MWC, LEWT, WWA veteran Gary Zart 
Stone Lab manager John Hageman 
BLF and FLW tournament winner Bryan Coates 
WKYC Outdoors photojournalist Carl Bachtel 
Walleye pro Kevin Michnicki 
Bass pro Mike Oberski 
Fairport Harbor Fisheries Research Station manager Kevin Kayle 
Steelhead experts Jeff Liskay and Dan Pribanic 
  
Other features at the show will include Capt’n Willie the Great Lakes Pirate and the Time Bandit 
Super V Lite offshore race boat. 



  
A new Cruising Lifestyle Stage will be set up near the Ferris wheel, where presenters will host 
demonstrations about a variety of topics ranging from Lake Erie destinations to sail rigging and 
diesel mechanics. 
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Boating & Fishing Fest, among other projects, receives 
funding for 2011 
  
The ODNR Division of Watercraft recently announced the recipients for its 2011 boating safety 
education grants, a list that included the Greater Cleveland Safety Council for production of the 
North Coast Harbor Boating & Fishing Fest. 
  
A total of $362,938 was awarded to 25 organizations from across the state that submitted ideas to 
help the division reduce boating accidents, mishaps and fatalities through boater education. 
  
The grants will be funded through the Waterways Safety Fund, which is comprised of a share of 
the state motor fuel tax, watercraft registration and titling fees and funding from the U.S. Coast 
Guard. 
  
The Boating & Fishing Fest, which is staged with the help of multiple LEMTA volunteers, will 
be held June 11-12 next summer at Voinovich Park in Cleveland. 
  
A complete list of grantees can be found below. 
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County - Grantee: Award 
Ashland - Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District: $6,292.00 
Ashtabula - Ashtabula County Educational Services: $11,753.00 
Athens - Ohio University: $25,802.00 
Butler - Miami University: $13,867.00 
Butler - Great Miami Rowing Center: $9,305.54 
Cuyahoga - Cleveland Metroparks: $28,424.00 
Cuyahoga - Bay Village Schools: $10,063.57 
Cuyahoga - Berea Power Squadron: $19,199.37 
Cuyahoga - Rocky River Power Squadron: $19,843.00 
Cuyahoga - Greater Cleveland Safety Council: $23,540.15 
Franklin - YMCA of Central Ohio: $12,305.69 



Franklin - Simon Kenton Council, Boy Scouts of America: $20,571.67 
Geauga - Diabetes Association of Greater Cleveland: $7,282.00 
Hamilton - Cincinnati Recreation Commission: $9,790.00 
Hamilton - Ohio River Way, Inc.: $14,516.00 
Lake - Lake Metroparks: $13,016.73 
Lake - City of Mentor: $9,141.00 
Lake - Spirit of America Foundation: $22,150.00 
Lake - Mentor Firefighter’s Historical Association: $27,900.00 
Logan - U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 68: $5,464.90 
Lorain - Educational Service Center of Lorain Co: $11,195.00 
Richland - Mohican School in the Out-of-Doors, Inc.: $3,303.00 
Richland - Mansfield Power Squadron: $5,975.63 
Summit - Boy Scouts of America, Great Trail Council: $2,236.75 
Summit - Akron Power Squadron: $30,000.00 
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Upcoming LEMTA meeting 
  
There will be no December LEMTA general membership meeting. 
  
The next meeting will be held Thursday, Jan. 20 at 1 p.m. at the Mid-America Boat & Fishing 
Show. 
  
A LEMTA officer election will be held among all voting members, who must attend in order to 
retain voting rights.  
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