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Catawba Island Boat Show exhibit space sold out 

 

For the first time in its eight-year history, the Progressive Insurance Catawba Island Boat Show 

is completely sold out of exhibit space. 

 

More than 70 slips will be full in the water and 25 booths will be set up on land. 

 

“I think this is a good sign for the regional boating economy,” said Show Manager Ken Alvey of 

the event that opens Friday. “Not only are there a lot of boats, but a lot of them are big boats in 

the 40-to 50- foot range.” 

 

Featured boats will include the Dutch-designed Zeelander Z44 from MarineMax Ohio, the 

Maritimo C50 IPS Sports Cabriolet from Galati Yacht Sales and the Azimut 48 from 

SkipperBud’s, all of which will be making their Great Lakes debuts at the show. 

 



The Zeelander Z44 
 

Sailing fans should be pleased with the new Jeanneau Sun Odyssey 44DS from Riverfront Yacht 

Sales & Services and free sailboat rides provided by Harbor North. 

 

The show, hosted by the Catawba Island Club, will be open to the public May 4-6 and admission 

will be free. 

 

Most of the boats shown in the water will be available to qualified customers for demos on Lake 

Erie and visitors will be able to participate in a special sale of work from artist Ben Richmond, 

who retired this year after operating Richmond Galleries in Marblehead for more than three 

decades. 

 

Some of Richmond’s select works will be available each day and all money raised will be used 

to fund scholarships from the LEMTA Educational Foundation. 

 

On land, new technology displayed in the 32-foot long Raymarine Mobile Showroom will 

provide a contrast to the antique boat display set up by the North Coast Ohio Antique Boat Club. 

 

A wine tasting, featuring offerings from Sandusky’s Firelands Winery, will be held Saturday and 

a craft beer tasting with Cleveland’s Great Lakes Brewing Company will be held Sunday. 

 

Musician and island regular Steve Brownell will provide entertainment each day thanks to 

support from MarineMax Ohio, SkipperBud’s and South Shore Marine. 

 

 
 

Annual golf outing/fishing tournament scheduled 

 

The fifth Norm Schultz Open Golf Outing & Fishing Tournament, held each year to benefit the 

LEMTA Educational Foundation, will take place July 25 at the Catawba Island Club in Port 

Clinton. 

 

The outing will serve as the main fundraiser for the foundation and all LEMTA members are 

encouraged to participate. 

 

Since 1998, the foundation has awarded more than $105,000 in scholarships to regional students. 

 

Golf sign-in will start at 8:30 a.m. when the fishing boats leave the north marina and awards will 

be handed out during a luncheon that will start at 2:30 p.m. 

 

Registration and sponsorship information will be made available soon. 



 

 

 
 

Big changes ahead for Cedar Point show 

 

Efforts to improve the Progressive Insurance North American In-Water Boat Show are already 

underway and both in-water and land-based exhibitors should benefit from the redrawn layout. 

 

Nearly half of the docks will be available for boat demos, allowing exhibitors to take prospects 

out on the water, show off boat features and spend valuable one-on-one time finalizing sales. 

 

On land, the big tent will be moved to the front entrance so visitors will be funneled to the booths 

upon both arrival and departure and the bulk land spaces will be flanked on all four sides by 

elements which will draw people through the exhibits. 

 

In addition, the show has been shortened to four days to make it easier for exhibitors to set up 

and staff their exhibits. 

 

The event will be held Sept. 13-16 at Cedar Point in Sandusky. 

 

Exhibitor materials will be mailed out in the coming month. 



 

Visitors at the 2011 North American In-Water Boat Show 
 

 
 

Cleveland show shortened based on exhibitor 
feedback 

 

Starting in 2013, the Progressive Insurance Mid-America Boat Show will be shortened to five 

days to ease exhibitor staffing and concentrate attendees. 

 

The change was voted on by the LEMTA board of trustees earlier this year after results from the 

2012 post-show survey were reviewed; nearly all respondents favored a shorter show. 

 

Next year’s event will be held over Martin Luther King Jr. Day weekend (Jan. 17-21) at the I-X 

Center. 

 

It will be open to the public Thursday through Monday, taking advantage of the holiday, and will 

feature an all-new layout and marketing mix. 

 

A space draw is tentatively scheduled for July 17. 

 

LEMTA staff members will be working with the show committee to implement more changes in 

the coming months. 

 

 
 

Help EHOVE by donating used equipment 

 

EHOVE Career Center could use your help in educating the future’s boating industry workers. 



 

The Milan-based school’s marine trades technician program includes instruction about engines, 

trailers, boating safety, electrical systems, plumbing and fiberglass and could use certain items 

for classroom sessions. 

 

All donations are tax deductible and pickups can be arranged. 

 

This year, the following equipment would be appreciated: 

- Mercury stern drives 

- PWCs or jet boats 

- PWC engines 

- Used marine electronics 

- Used engines (running or not running; V-8 and V-6 models preferred) 

- Volvo sterndrives 

- Borg Warner transmissions 

- Two-stroke outboards (running or not running) 

- Distributors 

- Four-barrel carburetors 

 

If you have any questions or would like to schedule a pickup, please contact Doug Klein at (419) 

499-4663 ext. 293 or Steven Chafee at (419) 707-2028 (or stevechafee@hotmail.com). 

 

 
 

Host a boater education class this year 

 

The ODNR Division of Watercraft has offered to take its Ohio Boater Education Courses on the 

road if LEMTA members are interested in hosting sessions. 

 

The courses, which are typically held throughout the year at the division’s field offices, may help 

you connect with new boaters and give you an opportunity to introduce beginners to your 

products. 

 

If you would like to host a course this summer, please contact your local field office using the 

phone numbers below: 

 

Akron area: (330) 644-2265 (Rich Lowry) 

Ashtabula area: (440) 964-0518 (Scott Stauffer) 

Cleveland area: (216) 361-1212 (Chuck Stiver) 

Maumee Bay area: (419) 836-6003 (Chad German) 

Sandusky area: (419) 621-1302 (Jeff Nehls) 

mailto:stevechafee@hotmail.com


 

 

 
 

LEMTA interests represented in Washington 

 

LEMTA President Ken Alvey and Sima Marine’s John Sima travelled to Washington, D.C., 

April 24 and 25 to attend the American Boating Congress conference and speak with Ohio 

legislators about the boating industry. 

 

The duo met directly with Reps. Betty Sutton (D-Copley Township), Bob Gibbs (R-Lakeview) 

and Republican Sen. Rob Portman and visited the offices of Reps. Marcy Kaptur (D-Toledo), 

Steve LaTourette (R-Bainbridge Township), Jim Renacci (R-Wadsworth) and Democratic Sen. 

Sherrod Brown. 

 

At each stop, they stressed the importance of marine trades in Ohio and discussed small business 

taxes, small harbor maintenance, toxic algal blooms, ethanol and the reauthorization of the Sport 

Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund. 

 

The conference featured educational seminars and meetings among representatives from the 

many boating organizations across the country. 

 

If you would like to get involved with legislative issues at the state level, please consider 

donating to the Boating Associations of Ohio BOAT-PAC using the form attached to this email. 

 

 
 

LEMTA directory/Boat Ohio Magazine now available 

 

The 2012-2013 LEMTA membership directory, found within this year’s edition of Boat Ohio 

Magazine, was printed last month by Great Lakes Publishing and bound in the May/June issue of 

Lake Erie Living Magazine. 

 

The piece includes contact information for all LEMTA members and articles about fishing, 

sailing and regional destinations. 

 

It can be accessed online here and will be distributed at this summer’s boat shows. 

http://www.glpublishing.com/digitaleditions/boatohiomagazine2012/index.html


 

If you did not receive a copy, please be sure to pick one up at an upcoming LEMTA event or 

contact the LEMTA office. 

 

 
 

Upcoming industry events 

 

Progressive Insurance Catawba Island Boat Show 

May 4-6 

Catawba Island Club, Port Clinton 

 

LEMTA General Membership Meeting 

May 22 (board members will meet at 5 p.m., general membership will meet at 6 p.m.) 

Ramada, Elyria 

 

North Coast Harbor Boating & Fishing Fest 

June 9-10 

Voinovich Park, Cleveland 

 

Progressive Insurance Michigan City In-Water Boat Show 

Aug. 23-26 

Washington Park, Michigan City, Indiana 

 

Progressive Insurance North American In-Water Boat Show 

Sept. 13-16 

Cedar Point, Sandusky 

 

 

http://www.catawbaislandboatshow.com/
http://www.boatingfest.com/

