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Annual boat show meeting headlined by Dusty McCoy 

 

A presentation from Brunswick Corporation CEO Dusty McCoy was the highlight of the annual 

LEMTA member meeting on Jan. 19 at the Progressive Insurance Mid-America Boat Show. 

 

McCoy assumed his role with Brunswick in 2005 after heading up the company’s boat group for 

six years. 

. 

 

Dusty McCoy addressing LEMTA members. 
. 

He spoke about the ongoing shift from new boat sales to pre-owned boat sales and the decline in 

total recreational boats in use over the past decade. 

 

McCoy also noted that, excluding personal watercraft, U.S. boat registration numbers have 



remained flat since around 1992. 

 

He highlighted the fact that boat owners are aging and younger buyers are not stepping up to fill 

in their places. 

 

In 1998, the largest age group of powerboat owners was 40-44 years old; in 2011, it was 50-54 

years old. 

 

The trend is evident among sailors also: the largest age group of sailboat owners was 50-54 years 

old in 1998 and 60-64 years old in 2011. 

 

McCoy said new boat sales were at historic lows; however, he was optimistic about the industry 

because boating participation was high and most people do not cite cost factors as reasons for not 

boating. 

 

Approximately one-third of all U.S. citizens participated in a boating activity in 2010, which is 

the highest number since 2000. 

 

He said there will be a lot of potential to turn non-boaters into buyers by simply introducing 

them to the sport and urged the group to involve new families in boating activities. 

 

If members of the boating industry work to convert just 1 percent of the 150 million non-boaters, 

he said, we will be in good shape. 

 

Fortunately, several dealers have reported strong follow-up interest in the month since the 

Cleveland show closed. 
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Kids benefits abundant at Cleveland show 

. 



 

On the final Sunday of the Progressive Insurance Mid-America Boat Show, members of the National 
Professional Anglers Association conducted a youth fishing clinic and gave away more than 70 rod/reel 
packages. World Walleye Champions Matt Davis and Dan Gies led a team of instructors that spent time 
teaching kids about fish species, knot tying, boating safety and casting. Every seat at the Angler’s Alley 
stage was full. 
. 



 

Capt’n Willie the Great Lakes Pirate distributed several free lifejackets throughout the week at the 
Progressive Insurance Mid-America Boat Show. Additionally, each kid who completed activities at five 
Pirate Island stations was awarded a free Ferris wheel ticket. At the end of the show, Capt’n Willie had 
handed out 640 Ferris wheel passes.  
 
During the week, Greater Cleveland YMCA mentors also brought a group of children to the I-X Center to 
tour the show and learn about boating. 
. 
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LEMTA’s first Columbus Show held last weekend 

 

The first LEMTA-produced Columbus Sports, Vacation & Boat Show closed Sunday after a 

four-day run at the Ohio Expo Center in the state’s capital. 

 

Attendance was better than anticipated, with most people coming on the weekend. 

 

“I think it went very smoothly,” said Show Manager Ken Alvey, “but we can’t accurately 

compare it to last year because we weren’t here. There seems to be a lot of potential and a lot to 

build on, though, and I’m excited about the future. We saw a lot of Lake Erie boaters who are 

based in Columbus and I think there will be opportunities for LEMTA dealers to broaden their 

markets.” 

 

The show featured boats, RVs, campers and motorcycles, along with lodge, fishing and vacation 

displays. 

. 



 

Visitors were greeted with boats at the Columbus Sports, Vacation & Boat Show. 
. 

Twiggy the Water Skiing Squirrel made her Columbus debut and drew large crowds for each of 

her performances. 

 

Nearby, the Angler’s Alley stage was used for walleye, saugeye, muskie, bass, tackle and 

electronics presentations. 

 

Several LEMTA members participated, including the Catawba Island Club, Great Lakes 

Scuttlebutt, Happy Days Boating Company, Harbor North, Lake Erie Living Magazine, Marinas 

International, Riverfront Yacht Sales & Services and South Shore Marine. 

 

“Now that we are familiar with the building and attendee makeup, we can start tweaking things 

for 2013,” said Alvey. 
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State parks accepting bids for Cleveland marina 
operations 

 

Marina operations at many state parks are handled by private sector companies and the ODNR 

Division of Parks and Recreation is now accepting bids for open opportunities at two of its 

Cleveland facilities. 

 

The first, Edgewater Marina (6500 Cleveland Memorial Shoreway), includes a protected harbor 

with 290 floating docks for boats 15-feet to 40-feet, a bathhouse, pavilion, gas docks, pump out 

facility and Travelift.  

 

Bids for Edgewater Marina operations will be accepted until 2 p.m. on Feb. 24. 

 



Bids for marina operations at the state’s E. 55th Street Marina (5555 N. Marginal Road) will be 

accepted until 2 p.m. on March 6. 

 

E. 55th Street Marina boasts a protected harbor with 360 docks for boats 15-feet to 80-feet, a 

bathhouse, restaurant, bar, gas docks and pump out facility. 

 

Information about the marinas and bids can be found at 

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/parks/resources/bids/tabid/200/Default.aspx. 

 

Any questions may be directed at parksbids@dnr.state.oh.us. 

 

Deadlines for bids 

Cleveland Lakefront Edgewater Marina: 2 p.m. on Feb. 24, 2012 

Cleveland Lakefront E. 55th Street Marina: 2 p.m. on March 6, 2012 
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Hear from Watercraft, Coast Guard, Homeland 
Security and CBP officials at seminar 

 

On March 7, the ODNR Division of Watercraft will host an information seminar at the American 

Legion post in Sandusky that will feature representatives from the Coast Guard, U.S. Department 

of Homeland Security and U.S. Customs and Border Protection. 

 

The officials will discuss various boating topics, including the Division of Watercraft’s 2012 

outlook, Coast Guard law enforcement procedures, border crossing procedures, boating accidents 

and education and will be available to answer questions from attendees. 

 

The American Legion post is located at 3615 Hayes Ave. in Sandusky. 

 

If you would like to participate, please RSVP by emailing jason.beard@dnr.state.oh.us. 
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LEMTA officers elected 

 

The election for 2012 LEMTA leadership positions was held at the annual meeting on Jan. 19. 

 

This year’s officers and board of trustees will assume their posts on April 1 and are: 

 

Chairman Bob Ivancic (Ivancic Marine) 

First Vice Chairman John Clemons (Clemons Boats) 

Second Vice Chairman Bob Faflik (Marinas International) 

Secretary Steve Magyar (Pier 58 Marine) 

Treasurer Bill Schaeffer (Beaver Park Marina) 

Trustee Jim Armington (Buckeye Sports Center)  

Trustee Todd Armstrong (Boat Masters Marine) 

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/parks/resources/bids/tabid/200/Default.aspx
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Trustee Bob Lieblein (Holiday Harbor Marina) 

Trustee Tom Mack (South Shore Marine) 

Trustee Bruce Roberts (Harbor North) 

Trustee John Sima (Sima Marine) 
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LEMTA’s DiLorenzo, others recognized at Cleveland 
show 

 

In recognition of work done at the group’s annual North Coast Harbor Boating & Fishing Fest in 

Cleveland, the Lake Erie Safe Boating Council honored members of the Cleveland Dragon Boat 

Association and LEMTA Communications Manager Mike DiLorenzo during a ceremony Jan. 18 

at the Progressive Insurance Mid-America Boat Show. 

 

The Dragon Boat Association was named Boating Organization of the Year and presented with a 

plaque sponsored by Sima Marine. 

 

Each year since 2009, the group has provided a 20-person dragon boat canoe to take visitors out 

paddling in North Coast Harbor. 

 

Volunteers have taken the time to educate people about the boat and helped paddle when needed. 

 

The South Shore Cruising Club Boater of the Year award went to DiLorenzo for his work in 

securing funding through several grants over the past five years. 

 

The 2012 North Coast Harbor Boating & Fishing Fest will be held June 9-10 at Voinovich Park 

in Cleveland. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering your time or donating a boat for public boat rides, please 

contact the LEMTA office. 
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Coast Guard seeks feedback about boardings 

 

If you have been boarded by or come in contact with Coast Guard or Coast Guard Auxiliary 

officers, they would like to hear about your experience. 

 

A 13-question, online survey has been set up at tellthecoastguard.com to allow boaters to submit 

feedback. 

 

All responses will be sent to District 9 senior staff members and those representing Sector 

Command. 

 

Boarding officers will inform each boarded boater about the survey in the future. 

. 

http://www.tellthecoastguard.com/
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LEMTA dealers among Top 100 

 

Two LEMTA members were included in Boating Industry Magazine’s 2011 list of Top 100 

Dealers, and both improved on their previous rankings. 

 

Huron’s South Shore Marine moved up two spots, from number 32 in 2010 to 30. 

 

Atwood Lake Boats, based in Mineral City, rose from number 51 in 2010 to 42. 

 

Boating Industry’s rankings also included MarineMax, which was named a Top 100 Hall of 

Fame member in 2006 and operates in Port Clinton. 
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Scholarship applications now being accepted 

 

An application for scholarships or grants from the LEMTA Educational Foundation is attached 

to this email. 

 

Anyone planning on enrolling at an extended education facility in the fall of 2012 may apply 

before the April 15 deadline. 

 

Since 1998, the foundation has granted more than $105,000 to local students. 

 

If you have any questions about the application process, please contact the LEMTA office. 
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Upcoming industry events and deadlines 

 

LEMTA General Membership Meeting 

Feb. 28 (board members will meet at 5 p.m., general membership will meet at 6 p.m.) 

Ramada, Elyria 

Main topic: Progressive Insurance Mid-America Boat Show, recruitment of new members 

 

Boat Registration Expiration Date 

March 1 

 

Ohio Clean Marinas Webinar 

March 21 

Register by March 20; registration is free 

Contact Jill Jentes Banicki at jentes.1@osu.edu 

 

LEMTA General Membership Meeting 

March 27 (board members will meet at 5 p.m., general membership will meet at 6 p.m.) 

Ramada, Elyria 

mailto:jentes.1@osu.edu


Main topic: Presentation from new ODNR Director James Zehringer 

 

LEMTA Educational Foundation Scholarships and Grants 

Application deadline: April 15 

Award amount: up to $1,000 

 

Progressive Insurance Catawba Island Boat Show 

May 4-6 

Catawba Island Club, Port Clinton 

 

North Coast Harbor Boating & Fishing Fest 

June 9-10 

Voinovich Park, Cleveland 

 

Progressive Insurance North American In-Water Boat Show 

Sept. 12-16 

Cedar Point, Sandusky 

 

 


